
The establishment of day'care failities for children of studentg

and employees of an 'institution is an often sated program need by tho

concerned with women's issues on campus. Unfortunately, relatively_,.
P \

little information is available on who would use a da care facility

tf...toe were establisfted. .

1
Ybrk University (1973) conducted a survey which showed that appro

il

imately 1.40% of,the Atkinson College (Ontario) studektt body Had pre-
.

school 'children and 1% eptessed,an 'interest in a college sponsored

day care facility. Arterton (1971) fcubdthat less' than,1% Of the Mass.

7 achusetts Institute of Technology iMIT), employees had preschool childrc

and lfas than _half of the 1% were interested in placing their children

in an MIT sponsored day carefacility:

The purpose of the currit study was to survey students and facuL

staff members of the-University of,Maryland, College Park to determine

their interest .in a Uripiersity sponsored day care'' facility.

Proceddre"

2V-telephone survey. (See Appendix A) was conducted of a computer

drawn r zSdo ti sample o e.:00 students (graduate and undergraduate; full /

and part-time) and 500 faduitv-staff members. The student population

was defined, as those who had never applied for-housing and had sari 6ff-

campus address. Undergraduate studcnts(
/
were given training in makii.

the' telephone surveys and were supe ised y a graduate research assist

ant from the Counseling Center.
..4

Results /

Of the 96a st4d$nts c tacted, 51 (5.7%) had at least one child
-

under six and 12 (1.3%) eported they wOuld. use aUniversity sponsored
k. A

. day care center. Oft e 500 faculty-staff contacted, 48 (9.6%) had at
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Summary
. , .

? Results o.gdo. tele hone surveli of 900 off-campus students and

50 'faculty -staff at the University of Matyland, College Park 1

.

sh wed that 5.7% of the students ana)9,6%of the facuW-staff had

.

.

fat'least one child under six. Additionally, 1'.3% of the students

sand 4.6% of the facuity-staff,indicated they would use a University
.

. . .
.

sponsored day care facility. Additional results were obtained on ,. 1. .
)

the amount respondents were willitlg to pal7a147&ther---eharacterkstics
* i

,

. ./.

i

1

of operation of the facility. Because College Park is such a large
.

instituEion, - 'te a low percentage interest thefe do appear to be
, .

---, .

.enough individuals to begin a facility. Additional points discussed
.--_,

in the study concern other studieS do e'at other institutions,' the

i inefficiency of conducting reich in,an area where the University

does not keep records, and the importance, of surveying those not

currently connected with the UniVersity.
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The establishment of day care faailities for children of students

and employees of an Institution is an often stated program need by thof.

concerned with women's issues Qn campus. Unfirtunately,relatiVely,..
-

_ _ _ _
little infortion is available on who would use a day care facility

k.f.ldne wexe established.

1 ,

York University (1973) conducted a survey which showed that appro).
4

'imately 1.40% of,the Atkinson College (Ontario) stud* body:Hadpre-
.

. e
school'children and 1% ekptessed.an'interst in a college sponsored

v (
.

..

day care facility. Arterton (1971) foudthat less' than 1% of the Mass..
.... , ...

1/4
_

r.

r achusetts Institute of Technology SNIT), employees had preschool childrc

and 1ps than _half of the 1% were inferested in placing their children

in an MIT sponsored day care .facility

4

L. 4 The purpose of the curr study was to survey students And facjiL

, staff members of the-Unive4sity of,Maryland, College Park to determine
/

their interest.in a Urtversity sponsored day care'facilay.
.1

Proceddre'
.

A'telephone survey.(See Appendix A) was conducted of a computer

drawn r do. sample _of c00 students (graduate and undergraduate; full I

and part-time) and 300 fadultv-staff members. The student population

was degined.as those who had - never applied for-housing and had 'an dff-

campus address. Undergraduate studonts, (were given training in makirig+

the'telephone surveys and were supe ised yy a graduate research assist

ant from the Counseling Center. . ./

Results /

. ,

Of the 96(1 students co tacted, 51 (5.7%) had at least one child
.

.

under six and 12 (1.3%)' eported they would . use a. University sponSored
k. A 'It

day care center. os
/

e 500 faculty-staff contacted, 48 (9.6%) had at
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least-One. child.'under six and 23 (4.%) indicated pley would use a >

. .

University sponsored dap care center-
,

Ifwe project these percentages to the totalnumber of people in

..-

the-population ofrthf atuderits.and faculty -staff who hale at leatht one chi

' . '
.'

.

under six, and who would be Interested, we achiei7e the follOwing4 We

are 95% confident that the true number of students with children under
0,

six is between 1030 and 2130 (3.1%-to 7.6%), and'that those who 'say
4, p.

they'would use a University-4onsored day care center range between
,

%
-' .

.
.. ,

. .

21() and 540 (.7% arid 1.9%). projections .are based on diata furnished 617.

the Data Research'denter andl he of Resident Life.

For faculty-staff we ate95% confident thtt(rthe true numbed

,at least one` child, under six ;/is between 320.--and .570 f6.9% 12:3%),

and those who.say,thy would Use the day care -facilit ou(ld range

between 120 -and 300 *(2.6% aid 6.5%)

In general, fie stjents would use:the ce ter-for half-7days (morn
4 t,

i4gs or a4ernoons, several days a week), while the faculty and staff

. ,
.

members would require 'it to be open between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.,

with one staff-member needed fr9m 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

All of the staff members would be willing to pay r thiS service

nine' of them would pay $1.00 0d.er,hour, Maximum; six would be willing tc

pay $1.50 per hotr; five.would give $2.00iNc hothc, and'two said that
0

they would pay whatever was necessary to support the center. Of'the

12 students responding, 7 would not be to'pay to have their.

children cared for, fur would contribute up to $1.00 per hollr pel

child, and. one wq3.11d give up to $2.00 ,per hoq.

A
Among the 12 studehts Interested in using the center,, said

6
z I

.1>



1.

that they Would not be vill,ing to contiiblite.,any hour_ on a coopera-
, . .

,

tive 'basis to the center. Of the remaining' studentt, two indicated
. , %

that they would give five hours,_one wouadcontribute up to eighthourl

and one would volunteer. 10 hou7., 'NOtt'Of the faculty-staff responden.

indicated a willingness to corltribute'time to-the center. Eighk of
,

these Individuals 'laid they would contribute 'five hours, six ~would

volunteer'upo three riours, a.nd four said they would contribute some

hours, but with the number of hours.depending on the cost of'pare for

their children.

Seven of the 12 students said they would use,the'center even if

it were not possible to provide professional staff members;,three

students would not use th:edcent4 under these circumstances,'while'twe
,

, . /
, ------

... /

would use the center if therg.were no charge for care.. twenty-one of
. ./

the 23,faculty-gtaff.meApers,would use _the center even if professional'
4 . .

- ,
. .

carewere not 'available, and twoxikuld-:not.. .

. --

7'
Three of the faculty- aff. members and five' of the students said'

k .
. I .

that they wolp.d need transportatOn to the center .for their.chitdren

if the ,center. werdocated cuff tAetaiversity campus. pal but one, of
.

....._

/hill

e s

the student. respondents and all of the faculty -staff members indicated

that they would like to he consulted regularly on pcylidy related to

,

center services.
-

., .
.- i' .

In respcinse ,taciiiesti4 13; all those surveyed reported that the
0

1

-children had no special, medical, emotiori,al, or othL needs- for which
. .

they would require unusual care.

# Discussion

Per the most Obvious conclusion f the study is thlk the
r

perc- tages of students or faculty-staff with preschool children is

)

N\

a
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- .

low consequently the percentage of those interested in
c
the

. 4.
. .

. ;-- .

,

fadifity -is ..lower still, 'me figures flom. he present agreeI

fairly well with the York, University'(1573) studYand the MIT study. -

- .

(Artli-tpn, 1971) whol foUhd 1.% or-less-df-students-or faculty -stiff whe----.
,. ,

,were actually interested ih,a SchOol sponsored day ,care facility. The
4

i
i ,. . "

MIT.study.Rrovides Some information on how qany of those who expreSseC
" ,

,

interest actually enrolled their children-in the day care facility
, 0

once it was started., ,Less 'than one-third ,of thope who said they would.

enroll a 'actually did so, although others who-did not initi ally

express an' interest did enr oll a child, and their center'began 'with'
Y 0 1

- t

l.

about 50% of the number who had expressed interest at the,time of/the
T ;

.

-,. , / survey. However, after,(A period-of about six
,
month the number. of

. pareAts seeking to enroll one-or more childremmore than doubled. No

information was provided in'the Ydrk'study on the implementation of a
. .

'day care center " .-, el

A

. 4

.There is further information gathered. from other studies done at-
'

the-UniverSity of Maryland, College Park-that should be noted In a
4

study of,working women on campus currently being condUctedby the

Counseling' Cen0 ter, anckpartially fundect by the Women's Commission of
. ,.

, the University, some prelimlary results on daycar4 show
N
the follow-.

,.

ing: About 17% of the classifiedstaff, 8% of the profession al staff ,'
.

1

.7
-

and 6% of the students have/atleast one child under six. Addiftion-

ally, 9% of the classified staff,'6%-"of, the. professional staff,4and

2% of the students said they would use a UniverSity spohsored day pact
.

,

center. :Again,these figurdc are quite close to others reported even

though the populatidn is different: working women on campus,

-8
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. . . .

Results of the Univelisity Student Census, which is administered
. .

each year by the Counseling-Center'to incollingfreshmen, shoWed that

freshmen_tended_to_agree_that the "Universityshodld sponsor a day

care.center for-Pre-schoblchilqren." In 1971 48% agreed and

/15%

dis-

,.greed"; in 1972 55% agreed and 10% disagreed; and in 1975 43% agreed

and 9% disagreed. The balance of Ille''responses N,:,ereoneutral.

Coilclusions and Reocmmen6tions

As noted earlier,,there,is not a nigh percentage-of interest-Ili
4 .

. *N

day care from member of the University comminity. However, since
.

,
1

College Park is uch".a large camNs, the numbers of peopieinterested
. t.

or likely to enroll children seam sufficient to warrant it. The find-
-

ings raise a number of methodogical
#
points about gnducting futurp

.
.

., -

. . .

i'
. d5y care reserch..

. .

, -

-.First, if.wesurvey'studentS and faculty-staff, we are pirobablY l'
.)

, - , .
..

asking the wrong people. In,order'tqmee-t-the obligations .of studenb,---\ 4

.

.

,y
.

or employees,' those already on campus'havemade-some kind of arrange- '''-'
1

k.., .

-ments for- their children or they wouldn't ,be ablee to omelto the

.

t

. !-

campus. Ph:)penlx B co-n-tdins,a. list ,of*day care s currently

used by respondents in the survey, One really needs to Survey. those .4,

who .:cannot enroll in school orNjk for the University unless they',,

have a day care. facility.. Obviously most of these people wouldihaNiel

no direct cons ction with the Univ'er'sity at present.,Arterton (19714'
.,,

,
reinforces this poirft by.statingillat-v#Ie actual need for day care

will only Jae known when a center,, is. established and available.

Another point worth noting' -'is that since there is such 4 small'
9

percentage of students and elgpro es interested in day care, the 1

9
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effort and cost of surv eying this group is extraordinarily high.

-fact, it is sug gested' that the cost , er.response.i-s go high that
.*-

mess the'University obtains bette information on'numbers and ages
.

of children and regular.ly updat es it, it is not worth. doing furtlfer.

survey's o-ffile' type done here. related point

University 'Women's' Commission 'any rs interested in campus issue.

.concerning women. Poor rec eeping by the institution pan hinder a
4

program more rapidl an any other variable. Datathat could be'
\4

gathered ce ally and easily should be'Specified by the CommisSion as

part of'Its -program. Many administrators, are either unlwareitifwhat
is

. ,./.,_iTrformation might be useful or reluctant to gather anything' that mig
---.

a
.

.. ... i

be cpntroversial. Here is clear and charge for the WomerOeS6'
,..'

Commission or other groups pn dampus.

4

1..0 .1.,
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APPENDIX A ,

DAY CARE SURVEY

HELLO, MT NAlE IS AND I AM CALLING FROM THE COUNSELING CENTER AT THE
UNIVERSITY 'F MARYLAND. WE ARE DOINGO SURVEY TO GATHER4INFORMATION REGARDING
THE NEED Ft AND INTEREST IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A UNIVERSITY-SPONSORED DAY
CARE CENTE . AS A PART OF THAT SURVEY I WOULD LIKE TO ASK YOU A.FEW QUESTIONS.

1) -FIRST IF ALL, DO YOU HAVE ANY CHILDREN UNDER THE-AGE-0-17-6?----YES-------NO-
If the a swel-I-g NO say: THE REST OF THE QUhSTIONS ARE; BEING ASKED ONLY OFT,
INDIVIDUALS WITH CHUDRINLIN THAT ACE CATEGORY..THANK YOU VERY'EUCH. FOR YOLR,TIME.
If the answer is YES ask the following question:

2) ARE YOU PRESENTLY USING A DAY. CARE CENTER? YES- NO
If the answer is /ES ask the following question:

*of_

3) WOULD YOU PLEASE GIVE ME THE NAME AND EXACT ADDRESS OF THAT CENTER? ""/

-/If the/answer is-NO ask the hollowing question:
4) WOULD YOU, USE A UNIVERSITY SPONSORED DAY CARE CENTER? YES

f

If the answer is NO say: THANK YOU VERY MUCH,FOR YOUR
'

.

NO

If the answer is YES continue with the'rest of the questions:

is

'5) HOW MANY OF YOUR CHILDREN WOULD USE THE CENTER AND WHAT ARE THEIR AGES?

0-LIST PRECISELY THE TIMES (INCLUDING DAY ANDIVENING'HOUTSY DURING WHICH YOU
WOULD PRESENTLY USE THE CENTER'S SERVICES. /

.

7)'WHiVI IS THE MAXIMUM- HOURLY WE YOU WOULD BE PREPARED TO CONTRIBUTE THE
CENTER'S SUPPORT? woo

8) APPROXIMATELY HOW MANY HOURS 'PER WEEKL-WOULD YOU BE PREPARED TO ONIRIBUTE,
ON A COOPERATIVE BASIS; TOWARDS HELPING .AGENCY SERVICES? = ,

9 WOULD YOU BE PREPARED TO SUPPLY MEALS FOR YOUR CHILD OR CHILDREN WHILE THEr-,.
ARE USING THE CENTER? YES - NO

10) SHOULD THE CENTER BE UNABLE TO PROVIDE PROFESSIONAL STAFF MEMBERS; WOULD
YOU STILL USE THE CENTER? YES NO

11) IF THE CENTER WERE LOCATED- OFF THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND, COLLEGE PARK
CAMPUS, WOULD YOU NEED TRANSPORTATION TO GET YOUR CHILD THERE? YES NO

12) WOULD Yoll,WISH TO BE CONSULTED REGULARLY ON POLICY RELATED TO CENTER
SERVICES? YES , NO

'

13) PLEASE DESCRIBE ANY SPECIAL MEDICAL, EMOTIONAL, OR OTHER NEEDS WHICH YOUR',
CHILD HAS FOR WHICH SHE /HE WOULD NEED UNUSUAL CARE. ,

i

1

12 r.



APPENDIX B Ot

N '

h

Day care centets presently being used *by respondents in survey'
"OL

BltSville trga Nursery SchoolL'Beltsville, Maryland

.

-------L--

Lanham Montess4lri SchoOl, 6715 Cipriano Road, Lanham, Maryland

Madison Elementary School,.Palls Church, Virginia

Riverdale Baptist 'Church, Riverdale, Maryland

Silver Spring Child Care Center, 9226 Colesville Road, Silver Spring,
Marylana

Willowbrook Day Nursery, 8151 15th Avenue, Langley Park, Maryland,

0

Sri

kY

13
Ike e


